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CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A method for generating an encrypted user data stream, 
which has a start block and a user data block, comprising the following steps: 

5 generating the start block; and 

generating the user data block , which follows the start block, by means of the 
following substeps: 

using a first part of the user data to bo onoryptod as a start section for the 
user data block, the start section beift^ remaining unencrypted; 
10 encrypting a second part of user data to b e encrypt e d which follow the 

first part of the user data to obtain encrypted data ; and 

appending the encrypted user data to the unencrypted start section. 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of generating the start 
15 block includes the following substep: 

entering the length of the start section in the start block. 

3. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the second part does not 
comprise all the user data to be encrypted and wherein the step of generating the user 

20 data block includes the following substep: 

appending a third part of user data to be encrypted, which follow the second 
part, to the encrypted user data of the second part, the user data of the third part being 
unencrypted. 

25 4. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
generating the start block includes the following substep: 

entering the length of the encrypted m u l t i m e d i a user data, which corrospond to 
th e u se r data of the second part which are to be encrypted, in the start block. 

30 5. (original) A method according to claim 3, wherein the step of generating the start 
block also includes the following substep: 

entering the sum of the length of the encrypted user data, which correspond to 
the second part, and the length of the third part of the unencrypted user data in the start 
block. 
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6. (original) A method for playing back an encrypted multimedia data stream, which 
has a start block and a user data block, where a start section of the user data block, 
which follows the start block, contains unencrypted user data and where a further 
section of the user data block contains encrypted user data, where the start block 

5 contains information which is needed to play back the start section of the user data 
block and where the start block contains information which is not needed to play back 
the unencrypted start section of the user data block, comprising the following steps: 

processing the information of the start block which is needed to play back the 
start section of the user data block; and 
10 playing back the unencrypted start section of the user data block. 

7. (original) A method according to claim 6, which also includes the following steps: 
processing the information of the start block which is not needed to play back the 

unencrypted start section; 
15 decrypting the further section of the user data block using the processed 

information of the start block; and 

playing back the encrypted user data of the further section of the user data 

block. 

20 8. (currently amendedl) A method according to claim 7, wherein the step of 
processing the information of the start block which is not needed to play back the 
unencrypted start section is performed e ssential l y concurrently with the playing back of 
the unencrypted start section. 

25 9. (original) A method according to claim 6, wherein the length of the unencrypted 
start section of the user data block is between 1 and 60 seconds. 

10. (original) A method according to claim 6, wherein the user data to be encrypted 
are coded and wherein the information which is needed for playing back contains an 

30 entry specifying the type of coding/decoding method. 

1 1 . (original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the user data are audio and/or 
video data. 

35 12. (currently amended) A device for generating an encrypted user data stream, 
which has a start block and a user data block, comprising: 
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a unit for generating the start block; and 

a unit for generating the user data block, which follows the start block , with the 
following features: 

a unit for using a first part of the user data to b e e ncrypt o d as start section 
5 for the user data block, the start section b e ing remaining unencrypted; 

a unit for encrypting a second part of the user data to b e e ncrypt o d which 
follows the first part to obtain encrypted user data : and 

a unit for appending the encrypted user data to the unencrypted start 
section. 

10 

13. (currently amended) A device for playing back an encrypted user data stream, 
which has a start block and a user data block, where a start section of the user data 
block, which follows the start block, contains unencrypted user data and where a further 
section of the user data block contains encrypted user data, where the start block 

15 contains information which is needed to play back the start section of the user data 

block and where the start block contains information which is not needed to play back 

the unencrypted start section of the user data block, comprising: 

a unit for processing orijy the information of the start block which is needed to 

play back the start section of the user data block; and 
20 a unit for playing back the unencrypted start section of the user data block m 

response to the unit for processina . 

14. (original) A device according to claim 13, which further comprises: 

a unit for processing the information of the start block which is not needed to 
25 play back the unencrypted start section; 

a unit for decrypting the further section of the user data block using the 
processed information of the st^rt block; and 

a unit for playing back the encrypted user data of the further section of the user 
data block. 

30 

15. (currently amended) A device according to claim 14, wherein the unit for 
processing the information of the start block which is not needed to play back the 
unencrypted start section is designed to be operated e sc o nt iali y concurrently to the unit 
for playing back the unencrypted start section. 
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16. (original) A device according to claim 13, which is implemented as a stereo 
system, hifi unit, solid state player, a playback unit with a hard disk or CD ROM, or a 
computer. 

17. (original) A device according to claim 12, wherein the user data are audio and/or 
video data. 

18. (new) A method of playing back an encrypted user data stream, which has a 
start block and a user data block, where a start section of the user data block, which 
follows the start block, contains unencrypted user data and where a further section of 
the user data block contains encrypted user data, where the start block contains 
information which is needed to play back the start section of the user data block and 
where the start block contains information which is not needed to play back the 
unencrypted start section of the user data block, comprising: 

processing only the information of the start block which is needed to play back 
the start section of the user data block; and 

playing back the unencrypted start section of the user data block in response to 
the step of processing. 
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REMARKS 

1. Applicant thanks the Examiner for the Examiner's comments which have greatly 
assisted Applicant in responding. 

5 

2. 35U.S.C.§112. 

Claims 4, 8 and 15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 2"*^ 1|, as being 
Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter of the 
Invention. Applicant has amended the claims to eliminate the Indefinite language 
10 pointed out. Accordingly, the rejection of claims 4, 8 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. § 112 is 
deemed to be overcome. 

3. 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-3, 11-12 and 17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e), as being 
15 anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,744,894 ("Saito"). Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Salto describes a system to ensure security of data in a computer network 
system. If one considers Figure 4G of Saito, the first starting portion after the header |s 
encrypted . This is indicated by the separate rectangle around the term "data." These 
portions are titled "square framed portions," which are encrypted as described at col. 7, 
20 lines 61-62. In contrast, claim 1 of the present application explicitly describes a 
method, wherein the start portion of the user data block following the start block is 
unencrypted . Contrary thereto, Saito shows, in figure 4G that the first user data block 
titled "data" following the header is an encrypted data block. 

Accordingly, Saito does not anticipate that subject matter of the present inventive 
25 as defined In claim 1 , because claim 1 says that the start section of the user data block 
Is unencrypted, while all embodiments in Salto explicitly say the start section of the user 
data block definitely is encrypted. This is evident from Figures 4C, 4D, 4E, 4F, or Fig. 
4G of Saito. 

In spite of the above. Applicant amends claim 1 to distinguish it from Saito more 
30 clearly, by describing that the start section of the user data block remains unencrypted . 
Therefore, the rejection of claim 1 as being anticipated by Saito is deemed to be 
overcome. Claim 12 has been amended in similar fashion to claim 1. Accordingly, the 
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rejections of claims 1 and 12 as being anticipated by Saito are deemed to be overcome. 
In view of their dependency from allowable base claims, the dependents are also 
deemed to be allowable without any separate consideration of their merits. 

5 4. 35 U.S.C. §103- 

Claims 2, 4-6, 10 and 13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saito. In view of the foregoing, the present rejections are deemed to 
be overcome as to claims 2, 4-6 and 10. Applicant respectfully disagrees as to claim 
13. The above remarks regarding claims 1 and 12 apply equally to claim 13. 

10 Additionally, Saito does not describe that the header includes a part requiring 
information for playing the first unencrypted start section of the user data block and 
second information required for decrypting the following encrypted data block. Instead, 
because the start section of the user data block is encrypted data in all embodiments of 
Saito, this encrypted data block cannot be played back without encryption, because, the 

15 start section of the user data block is unencrvpted in the invention , while it is encrypted 
in Saito. Claim 13 has been amended to more thoroughly describe the above inventive 
features. Accordingly, the rejection of claim 13 as being unpatentable over Saito is 
deemed to be overcome. 

20 5. New claim 18 has been added to the Application, which is the parallel method 
claim for the device of claim 13. Therefore, no new matter is added by way of new 
claim 18. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregoing, Applicant considers the Application to be in condition for 
allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration and prompt allowance of the claims is 
5 earnestly requested. Should the Examiner have any questions regarding the 
Application, he is urged to contact Applicant's attorney at 650-474-8400. 

Respectfully Submitted, 




Michael A. Glenn 
Reg. No. 30,176 

Customer No. 22862 
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